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a spirit.   Probably the poet's view is that abstraction is Satanic,
while full living with all its joys and sorrows, angelic.

Ix.    Ham and Eggs

This is an idyl of vivid realism and racy dialogue. Of course,,
we see in Abercrombie a tendency to portray the things he
abhors in the world. But, we cannot fail to notice the fire of
indignation burning behind such realism. He mixes it with
humour to keep up the interest. "Ham and Eggs'* is an example.
In it, he shows his disgust against the prevalent nefarious trade
in certain inns near the sea, by the coastwise pathways and
frequented by the holiday troops. Ham and Eggs is their only
fare but yet the inns flourish very well. The inn-keepers
employ harlots to seduce the young after luring them to tea and
plates of fry:

"A wench will have him by the sleeve,
Whisper seriously in his ear,
And deftly show her petticoat frills." l
The author describes how poverty has compelled  a parti-
cular women to take to the life of a harlot in a seaside public
house, how she carries on with her job for some  time,  and
finally bids good-bye to her mistress (an old lady that kept the
shop) and her job, when news of her mother's  death  reaches
her.   She feels that her work there is finished and that she can
pick up easy money on her own.   She leaves the place, but the
old lady continues her old game and she  thinks  that  another
wench will come to take her place;   and so  she may still be
there, luring them in.   The youth who has been lured in and
who has been swindled of his money, silently stumbles out of
the house, repenting that 'he has lit among the maniacs !*

x.    Ryton Firs

In 1911, the poet migrated to Gallows, at Ryton and the
atmosphere there was most congenial to him. He was very
much inspired by his home and the beauty of the country side,,
rich in orchards. He used to take a walk to the end of the
hills nearby to enjoy the company of his friends and the

* Ibid, p. 323.